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San Marino, 6 May 2011

Prot.n.7153

Mr. President,
Dear Friend,

On 7 May 1861, the sixteenth President of the United States of America,
Abraham Lincoln, wrote a letter to the Captains Regent of that time to thank them
for having been granted the San Marino honorary citizenship. This letter has
become one of the documents most cherished by the citizens of our Republic.

Indeed, Abraham Lincoln wrote ”Altho'ugh your Dominion is small, your
State is nevertheless one of the most honoured in all history”, although the official
relations between our Countries had not been established yet.

Exactly 150 years have passed since this letter was sent and the relations of
sincere friendship, subsequently established between your great Country and the
small Republic of San Marino, have been increasingly strengthened.

Many San Marino citizens have found, and still find in your Nation,
hospitality, work and prospects for the future and, on several occasions, economic
exchange and collaboration at an international level between our two Countries
have been enhanced.

On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the letter sent by President
Lincoln, we are pleased to confirm this friendship, extremely important to us, and
to ensure you that the Republic of San Marino, within the limits of its small
dimensions, will continue, together with the United States of America, to support
the values of peace, democracy, respect for human rights and liberty, which have
always been shared.

Please consider, Mr. President and Dear Friend, this message as an ideal
continuation of that of your illustrious predecessor, which brings new life to the
strong relations existing between our Countries. In this spirit, we assure you that
you can always count on that heritage of ideals offered by the century-old history
of our Republic.



